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The Brieszcze-jawiszowice coal mine is iocated ten kilometera southwest of
Spwiecim (N 003, F 19-14), The main sdministration buildings are located
ab the clder part, Brzeszcze. The vewer and modernized Jawiszowice miae,
located three kilomsters away, i# apn independent mine, even though voth
mines ars cocnpected underground. Brzeszcge employs about 800 persons
~ivilians anc so.diers. Jewiszowice employs about H00 civilians and abcut
&30 prisoners.

Tne cnal iayers ure between 170 and 420 meters below the surface. The in-
ividual shaf'ts are 170, 200, 360, and 430 meters deep. The cosl layer
!70 meters deep is airesdy exhausted. Expioitetion is taking place at Yie
and 360 meter ... : while the cosl layer 430 meters deep is being pre-
pared fogr expluitatmn., The iayere' thickness varies between .8 and 2.%

meters. The layer 400 weters deep is about i peters thick.

ne mine yieids bituminous coal. It is termed & gas mine because oi the
~ougtant presence of methane gas. The gas, which becomes unhesithy woern
its ppesence is in esxcess of one percent of the alr, is messuresd by check
lamps. Sectlons whers gas ia preseut are biocked cf f. Suction coupressor -
are psed Lo remove the gss. Seciions already exploited are blocked oft
9itn cement. .f the mir eirculation in & section which 1s belag Wworked 18
insufficient, it 1s iocreasszd by either additional ventilators or the
building of wooden barriers scrose the tunnels, which build up a strong
Arait. The oraft is quite consideradle in the main tunnels. Fresh air

i¢ pucked in ang puaped throughout the mine.

The presence of nethwne incremges the risk of explosion siso. It 18 forw
bidden to amche or @ven te take clgarettes or mstcnes aiong. ©Yifenders
are Bevereiy punisaed . Because of the danger of expliosion, only Llemps
run DY batiery are used. These welgh about 5 kilcgrams each. The

senger of cxviceion is combatied by the use of powdered stope, wvhich 18
aupposed to choke Tirgss. The workers engaged in this activity raceive
an additionsl half liter of milk daiiy. Wooden framework is erected,
on which loose plauks are laid, cne on top of the other, and strewn with
sewiered BYose When &L wApLOSiOn Loours, lhese planks are knockai to

= ground, Tue resuitent clouds of dust choke the fire. There nad deen
s Tive in eisbhsr winag Lolely.
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5. 1he plant hed Leen thoroughly modernized by tiwe Gerumns during the eax):
pert of Lorld War IT. The electric pover instelletion wves delivered b
Lisuens-3erlin aad is used principally for the conveyor bLelts vhich lviw:
the ¢osl from the nmine valls to the mine railwey. The coal is loadec :u
lorries, vhich are moved ty vig bettery cers to the elevetor. The tat.
tery cers can pull about 230 aiipty or 10C loaced lorvies. The conveyo:
belt motors mova up to 150 ncters of loaded conveycr belt and 150 mete: s ‘gic)
of empty couveyor Lelt. Another motor hes to be obtained for longer builts.

N

- (ne vork section works oa three coal walls, the upner, niddle, and low.)
walls. Iron troughs (Linnen) are usec to tramsport the coal. These 2 ¢
tiree meters long and run on pulleys and bridges. They are driven i, :a-
pressed air wotors. The troughs are attached enc form one long treir,
vhich woves in a jerky notion. COne uotor noves about 30 to 120 meoters
of troughs. Electric zoal cutting mecilines with axrms 1.65 ueters lonz
are usei teo (rill 10-ceantimeter-wice holes for blasting. .loles iu low
wvails are drilled from belowv; in high walls they are drilled ir the xi-.
{le. The noles stand one ueter apart. After the coal is blasted, it
is transportec awsy.

7. 8 nany workers es are necessary to clear cwuy the coal in oue usy are
pul oa e wall that has been blested., The work goes on contiacitusl,.
the first and second ehifte get the coml out aud the third alvences th:
runnels. Wocden end iron poles and irom bores are used to support tie
ceilings. They are set only three meters apart.

. The criticel situetion in the Polish miniag industry is expleined ia &lst
the six-year plar expects a yearly increase in procuctioa. This incroese
is hempered by various difficulties. The equimment whica we: instelle
by the Goruens hus becoke 0ld =nd in need of repair. Polend hes neliiuw -
the asev equipuent nor the necessary spere perts. Standstille occur .La) iy
because of feilure of the equipment. The followiuy eduipment is ¢soecially
eld or in bad ehopes electric conveyor wotors, corpressed eir 4rills, 200«
preseed aly winders for transpoirting lorries to the surfact, ¢osl cuii. i
macuines, ventiletors, compressors for coupressed alr BoLlors.

G. Uther reasons for ihe unoufulfillment are os follows: +ihe inade4uste Sehvi-
&l skill of the personnel, the continuous employment of the mashinery
which e it down, the euphesis on production and the neslect of wain.
wensnce ang conservetbion of the :ines; the nom systea which cncoursyat
Lhe workers to do substandari work, undermcurislusest, ard the driving of
tae vorkers to work leng hours end on nolicays.

10. In 1950 there were four six-bour shifts at Jawiszowice. Throe eipht-igace
ahifts were subetituted for this. As of this imte the shifts arc eirht .us:
cue-helf hours each, and the foremoen ere instracted to felsii: the timm ‘w-
sices. The workars are spurred on to produce more oy decorations anc
bonuses. This edditional work only csuses tho miner to exhaust himself.
Even the Lest minere can continue at an extra fast nace for o short iiss
wnlv. There is gencral dissstisfaction with the recime. 'The minors arn
not only disinterested in the administraetion. but they sre more ready to
sacotege it.
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For these reasons oroduction not onlv ¢id not increase but sctunily dee ocrsed
i'eetings held to determine fhe reason for the decreese and the methods o
vercone 1t were undiruitful becsuse of the vorkers® hostilitv. Priscne: s whe
were Torced into the mines could count a month twice if they renched 11 rpor.
2ens of the norm in that month. Although the prisoners as a rule tried ¢ ar-
aemplisn this, even this had little effect on the rate of vroduction.

The daily production at Jawiszowice durinz the fall of 1952 smounted to nlout
*+.000 metric tons. The daily production at Brzeszcze durinm the same p:rfod
anounted to g litiie less. All the coal wms shipved by rail to Ruassis.

Standstills in the mines could be registered slmost datily, The priocips..
sessole 1oy this wvere as follows: The convevins troughs broke cown. Tre
serews worked Ilnose very freduently. The potors stopped Lesause either hbov
were old, or they were clogged up. The conveyor velts broke down. 7The tiae
a¢l ceilings cavec in. TemeklE vore in skort supplv. The coupressec &ir
723 imsufficlent. There were electric disturbances in the convevor met ve
“ng ventilstion system did not always function vroperly. The coal cuttios
vssrines broke dowr uuite frequently.

¥or all these rasmcns. the situation grows worse from vear to vear. 1o ige
sovenents are veirg mede, The oaly method bteing employed to reise prouciion
& the forcing of more veople into the mines.

The living end working conditions of the mipers become increasinslv usprs

aign.  In 1950 the personmwel in Jawiszowice worked four sixe-nour shifte. Ti.e

wime was counted from the time 2 miner entersd till the time he left th
haft. Shortly thereafter three eightehour shifte were int-ouuced. Ther
sgure wag put on the niners to extend tkeir time voluatarily The

feapin of a shift was extended one-half hour with the promise that Sum =1v:
¥oudd not be worked. Then Yplan" Sundays ane "beyond plen” Sundays wers
introcuvced. Those miners who did not work on these Sunfays were diserir inaste.
; The miners were onticed to work extra hours »v a arogressivaly

'S‘im: pev scale, ‘They were forced also to voluntorily honeor public 10lie

cmy DY working extra shifts, or elac it was publicly aanoune®@ thot thar ias
askes o work an extra shift in order to earn scme extre nonev

=

Bven thourh eight snd one-half hours were counted for say purposes, tia 12:usi
woriiong day wes longar. Decause there were only two elevetars, it toog 13

loag tine for the men to pet out of the mines. The forewnen ¢id not kesw Gie
covreet time or else insisted thutl the men work the eismht and ooeehelf bLiu:s
£t cral mining end not count the +traasvortation tiue, The actual tiae alten
coounted o ten hoars.

In contragt to the increase in demands for work., the food situation beckia
correspondingly worse, Supplies were of noover quelity and éid not cover
‘he demand. Since the currency reform of 1950, prices have continued o <ise,
iy 2953 they are 200 percent above ihose of 1950. 3Basic foods such as L-a:d,
L.oand supger conid ve dbtained at low prices before the retioning sveima
ropped on I January 1952. Since then prices have skyrockeatad; for ia.
Foance, sugaxr whien bad cost five zlotvs & kilogram jummed <o Piftecn.

3

Before 1950 prisoners working in the mines could receive packesses ur to iz
Tilosrams in weight twice a month. Prisoners held for yueeiioning coulé ™.
*2ive one every weeik. rrisoners in the work camps were governed by no &
restoictions. This waa since stopped. the reason being given Bhat the
solish stete was weelthv encuri te feed ite own prisoners.
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The canteens were well stocked with goods up until the middle of 1991, dsrins
which time e prisoner could spend 25 percent of his pay in the centesn. Sin:e
then the variety of goods hes decreased. Vhere formerly butter, fat, sud
sausages were obtainable, nov marmflade only was to be hed. Candy vhigl. for.
merly sold at 10 zlotys went up to 20 to 30 slotys.

The official menu served at the mine grewv steadily worse. There wes lioss
variety and shorter retioas. Javiszowice vas bLetter off, nowever, simi e
soun and dry oread was usuasl farc in prisons. The relatively tetter fiod
that oravailed in thie mine wes the mein reason for the extreoréinary usrhi
done iy the mine, The total workine day amounted to about 13 how: s,
in acdition there was the work  dons in camp, such as Zitchen dutiee znd
keeping the living areas clean.
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